
BARN FIRES and FARM ANIMALS EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND RECOVERY 

Professional Development Event 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 01, 2019 

Join us as we discuss the lessons learned from the early barn fires, the management of 

deadstock, Emergency Response, and the new industry initiative to address truck rollovers.  

OFMEM – First Friday Meeting         

Provincial Emergency Operations Centre, Toronto, Ontario 

REGISTER EARLY!  Visit: https://oaem.ca/ 

ATTEND IN PERSON 
OR VIA WEBEX 

EDUCATIONAL EVENT: 

1:00pm – 4:00pm 

OAEM and IFE Canada strive to deliver professional development events that inform attendees about current 

topics of interest, while allowing them to Interact with professionals within the fire protection, life safety, fire 

engineering and fire suppression industries. Our goal is to provide a valuable learning experience that will 

translate into enhanced health, safety, and emergency preparedness, for the participant and the public.  

https://oaem.ca/civicrm/?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/event/ical&reset=1&list=1&html=1
https://oaem.ca/civicrm/?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/event/ical&reset=1&list=1&html=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

BARN FIRES 101 – LESSONS LEARNED 
  

Bruce Kelly, Program Manager, Farm and Food Care Ontario 
  
Barn fires are devastating for Ontario’s farming families to deal with, the financial and emotional impacts are 
felt for many years, in addition to representing a concerning farm animal care issue. Barn fire prevention 
requires not only a practical understanding of livestock barns and fires, but also a sociological understanding 
of farmers’ attitudes and behaviours, along with an awareness of how the risks of farm fires are perceived by 
farmers.  
 
Bruce has been part of an Agricultural Barn Fires working group for 4 years and will provide an overview of 
the groups work on the barn fire issue. The group includes government, mutual insurance companies, 
livestock commodity groups, fire professionals and the ESA. Using information from fire loss investigations, 
near-misses, and from thermal imaging inspections of current buildings and equipment, the group has come to 
some conclusions that will help reduce the risk of livestock barn fires in Ontario. 
 
Bruce is a U of G grad in wildlife biology and then spent more than 20 years as a Pork Producer in Wellington 
County. Since 2012, Bruce has worked for Farm & Food Care as Program Manager, working on a variety of 
Environmental and Animal welfare Issues impacting Ontario’s farmers. Bruce works in a number of program 
areas including welfare training for farmers, livestock emergencies (truck rollovers and barn fires) dealing with 
activists and protesters and a variety of environmental issues related to agricultural water use and 
conservation including nutrient stewardship issues including Lake Erie water quality concerns. 
 
 

AFTER THE FIRE – NOW WHAT? 
  

Jacqui Empson Laporte, Environmental Specialist,                                                                     
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

  
In 2009, the rules for managing dead farm animals were modernized, to address the agricultural industry of 
today, and protect the environment, food safety and biosecurity.  Jacqui will talk about management of 
deadstock on the farm, off the farm, and Emergency Response.  
 
Jacqui Empson Laporte is an Environmental Specialist with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs.  In 2009, she was Project Manager for the modernization of the framework that dealt with 
management of livestock after emergencies such as barn fires and structural collapses.   She is a member of 
the Reduce the Risk of Barn Fire Advisory Committee, working with a number of organizations to develop new 
resources, education and outreach on barn fire prevention.   In her personal life, she is a Crisis Responder 
and Team Leader for Victim Services of Huron County.   
 
  

FIRST RESPONDERS AND VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
  

Michael Campbell, Policy and Research Analyst, Beef Farmers of Ontario 
  
Vehicular accidents are always a challenge for first responders, but even more so when there are 1500 lb 
animals involved. Michael will talk about a new industry initiative to address truck rollovers including the 
unique risks and challenges in Northern and Southern Ontario. 
 
Michael Campbell is the Policy & Research Analyst at Beef Farmers of Ontario (BFO). Michael manages 
BFO’s efforts to improve cattle truck rollover preparedness in the province, which has included establishing 
the Ontario Cattle Emergency Network, a collective of beef producers intended to provide expertise to first 
responders at the site of highway accidents involving transported cattle. Michael also performs cost of 
production modeling, market research & analysis, and research project administration for BFO. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS 
 

Home of the Ontario Emergency Management Community 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ontario Association of Emergency Managers (OAEM) is the voice of the Emergency 
Management profession in Ontario. We represent the entire Emergency Management community, including 

professionals, graduates and students who work or will work in this sector in Ontario. 
 

OAEM elevates the profile of the profession by offering valued member services, as well as providing 
opportunities for professional development, ongoing learning, networking and community building. 

 
Phone: (416) 646-1600 

 
www.oaem.ca 

 

 

 

BARN FIRES and FARM ANIMALS EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND RECOVERY 

Professional Development Event 

INSTITUTION OF FIRE ENGINEERS CANADA BRANCH 

IFE Canada Branch, (previously known as the Ontario Branch) was inaugurated on June 1, 1994 by the 

International President at the then Fire Fighters' Club in Markham, Ontario. 

Over the years we have expanded our membership base and have gained membership in every province of 

Canada. 

Our objective; To encourage and improve the science and practice of Fire Extinction, Fire Prevention, 

Emergency Management, Life Safety, Fire Engineering and all operations and expedients connected 

therewith, and to give an impulse to ideas likely to be useful in connection with or in relation to such science 

and practice to the members of the Institution and to the community at large. 

For General Information and Enquiries: secretary@ife.ca 

http://www.ife.ca/ 

http://www.ife.ca/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiSkcrWnZjfAhUR8YMKHSc7A0MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://oaem.ca/about-us/&psig=AOvVaw2ZYHG0mExT1e7VtOjb62Ff&ust=1544633290044204

